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Aerators	are	an	integral	part	of	most	kitchen	faucets,	Moen	taps	included.	In	most	Moen	kitchen	faucets,	the	aerator	is	“male,”	which	essentially	means	the	threads	are	located	on	the	aerator	itself	instead	of	the	faucet.		This	design	makes	removing	the	aerator	without	a	tool	nearly	impossible.	However,	it	depends	on	the	specific	faucet,	so	don’t	get
discouraged	if	you	don’t	have	the	tool.	We’ll	walk	you	through	how	to	remove	the	aerator,	with	or	without	the	aerator	key.		The	aerator	in	a	kitchen	faucet	does	exactly	what	the	name	implies:	it	aerates	the	water.	They	add	air	to	the	water	by	sending	the	water	through	dozens	of	tiny	streams	instead	of	one	giant	stream.	In	the	long	run,	this	saves	you
money,	as	you	don’t	use	as	much	water.		Even	though	there’s	technically	less	water	coming	out	of	the	faucet,	you	won’t	notice	the	difference	in	water	pressure	because	it	remains	the	same.	Additionally,	aerators	help	reduce	the	amount	of	splashing	that	happens	when	the	water	hits	the	sink	bowl.		There	are	a	few	different	types	of	Moen	faucet
aerators.	We’ll	address	a	few	of	the	standard	kitchen	faucet	aerators	and	how	to	remove	them.		If	you	have	a	faucet	with	or	without	a	side	sprayer,	the	process	is	simple.	The	aerator	threads	onto	the	end	of	the	spout,	so	you	can	easily	remove	it	by	turning	it	counterclockwise.		However,	the	fix	isn’t	as	straightforward	if	you	have	a	pull-down	kitchen
faucet.	For	instance,	let’s	say	you	have	a	top-mount	handle	or	a	side-mount	handle	with	a	pull-out	sprayer.	In	this	case,	you	will	have	to	remove	the	entire	spray	head	from	the	hose.		Here’s	what	you’ll	need:	TowelRubber	bandReplacement	parts	(as	necessary)	Start	by	pulling	the	hose	out	of	the	faucet	body.	Secure	a	towel	and	rubber	band	around	it
to	prevent	it	from	feeding	backward.	Then,	unthread	the	spray	head.		If	the	issue	is	due	to	poor	water	flow,	check	the	flow	from	the	hose	itself.	If	the	problem	exists	only	when	the	spray	head	is	on,	you	may	need	to	replace	the	screen	washer	located	between	the	sprayer	and	the	hose.		However,	if	the	problem	persists	when	the	spray	head	is	removed,
and	there	is	low	flow	from	the	hose,	the	issue	might	be	the	cartridge.	Depending	on	the	faucet	and	circumstances,	there	may	be	warranty	coverage	for	this	type	of	thing.	So,	check	with	Moen	before	buying	a	replacement.		If	your	kitchen	faucet	has	a	recessed	aerator,	removing	it	shouldn’t	take	long.	When	you	buy	the	tap,	it	comes	with	an	aerator	key.
This	makes	it	extremely	easy	to	remove	the	aerator.	The	key	is	plastic	and	circular,	with	small	teeth	on	one	end.		Insert	the	key	into	the	spout,	then	slowly	rotate	it	until	you	feel	the	teeth	lock	in	against	the	aerator.	Then,	turn	the	key	counterclockwise	to	unthread	and	remove	the	aerator.		Some	of	Moen’s	faucets,	like	the	Moen	Brecklyn	kitchen
faucet,	feature	an	aerator	on	the	face	of	the	sprayer.	Generally,	these	faucets	don’t	come	with	a	specific	tool	for	removing	the	aerator	upon	purchase.		However,	even	though	it	doesn’t	come	with	a	tool	to	simplify	the	process,	it	isn’t	challenging	to	do	by	any	means.	Of	course,	corrosion	or	limescale	on	the	metal	or	plastic	may	complicate	the	process,
but	it’s	usually	pretty	straightforward.		Here’s	what	you’ll	need:	Cover	the	drain	with	a	towel.	Some	faucets	feature	a	water	saver,	which	might	fall	out	when	you	remove	the	aerator.	So,	cover	the	drain,	so	you	don’t	lose	any	parts.		Fit	the	Allen	key	flat	against	the	aerator	and	line	it	up	with	the	small	grooves.	While	you	press	firmly	on	either	end	of	the
Allen	key,	begin	to	turn	the	aerator	counterclockwise.	Once	the	aerator	loosens	enough,	finish	removing	it	with	your	hands.		Moen’s	cache	aerator	design	complicates	the	process	when	trying	to	remove	the	screen	for	cleaning.	Without	the	tool,	it	seems	impossible	to	remove.	After	all,	it	doesn’t	sit	right	at	the	end	of	the	spout	with	threads	on	the
faucet.	Instead,	the	aerator	sits	back	inside	the	spout,	with	threads	on	it.		So,	although	it	doesn’t	seem	doable,	removing	a	recessed	aerator	from	your	Moen	kitchen	faucet	without	a	tool	is	entirely	possible.	Here	are	a	few	different	ways	to	approach	the	problem:	Use	your	fingernails:	Moen’s	faucet	aerators	feature	ridges,	allowing	you	to	twist	the
aerator	with	your	fingernails.	Try	to	turn	the	aerator	counterclockwise	using	your	fingernails.	Use	a	kitchen	knife:	A	butterknife	is	probably	the	safest	option	here.	Wedge	the	tip	of	the	blade	in	one	of	the	grooves,	then	attempt	to	rotate	the	aerator	counterclockwise.	Use	a	flathead	screwdriver:	A	small	flathead	screwdriver	may	also	do	the	trick.	Just
like	with	the	kitchen	knife,	wedge	the	end	of	the	screwdriver	in	one	of	the	grooves	and	attempt	to	turn	the	aerator.		If	the	aerator	doesn’t	budge,	try	to	see	if	there	are	visible	mineral	deposits	or	limescale	on	it.	More	often	than	not,	a	stuck	aerator	is	all	or	partially	due	to	mineral	deposits,	limescale,	or	corrosion.	So,	fill	a	sandwich	bag	with	enough
white	vinegar	to	submerge	the	end	of	the	faucet	spout	and	aerator.		Secure	the	bag	on	the	end	of	the	faucet	with	a	rubber	band,	then	let	it	sit	for	a	few	hours,	preferably	all	day/overnight.	Then,	remove	the	bag	and	try	the	steps	again.	​	Moen	recommends	routinely	cleaning	the	faucet	aerator	to	remove	any	debris.	This	article	will	walk	you	through	the
process	of	removing	the	faucet's	aerator.	Threaded	Aerator	All	bath	faucets		Unthread	and	remove	the	aerator.	Remove	any	debris	and	reinstall.		Concealed	Aerator	All	bath	faucets			Use	the	aerator	removal	tool	provided	with	the	faucet	to	unthread	and	remove	the	aerator.	Remove	any	debris	and	reinstall.		For	additional	information	on	Moen
products	visit	solutions.moen.com	and	select	the	type	of	product	you	are	repairing.	The	guide	will	contain	repair	details,	troubleshooting	and	specific	information	on	assembling	handles	associated	with	that	style	of	product.	Still	Not	Finding	What	You're	Looking	For?	Contact	Us	or	Call	1-800-BUY-MOEN												Non	US?		Moen	Canada	|
Other	International	Sites					A	faucet	aerator	on	a	sink	looks	and	feels	like	a	mesh	screen	disk.	The	purpose	of	an	aerator	is	to	conserve	water	while	using	the	faucet	longer,	and	without	it,	a	stream	of	water	can	flow	faster	and	more	freely.	Sink	aerators	are	standard	components	on	nearly	all	kitchen	and	bathroom	faucets,	but	like	any	other	piece	of
equipment,	they	need	to	be	maintained	every	once	in	a	while.	Aerators	need	to	be	removed	and	cleaned	every	six	months	to	prevent	the	buildup	of	hard	water,	lead,	small	particles,	and	other	bits	of	residue	from	getting	into	your	water.	You	might	need	to	replace	your	aerator	if	your	water	pressure	is	low,	if	the	water	is	misdirected,	or	if	it	cannot	be
unclogged.	Keep	reading	to	learn	the	benefits	of	a	faucet	aerator,	the	different	types	you	can	use,	plus,	how	to	clean	and	replace	it.	A	sink	aerator	is	a	small,	round	device	that	you	can	screw	onto	the	tip	of	your	faucet	to	create	a	more	consistent,	splash-free	stream	of	water.	Aerators	mix	water	and	air	to	make	the	water	stream	smoother.	A	standard
faucet	aerator	will	limit	the	water	flow	to	1.8	or	2.2	GPM	(gallons	per	minute)	on	average,	though	this	number	can	vary.	One	common	misconception	is	that	the	sink	aerator	is	a	filter.	Removing	the	aerator	might	release	some	grit	or	scale,	but	filtration	is	not	its	main	purpose.	An	aerator	serves	to	regulate	water	pressure	and	control	the	amount	of
water	when	the	faucet	is	in	use.	If	there's	already	something	screwed	onto	the	end	of	your	faucet	and	it	has	a	mesh	disk,	you	have	an	aerator	(you	can	also	purchase	faucet	aerators	separately	if	need	be).	Some	aerators	also	have	a	disk	with	a	hole	in	the	center	to	act	as	a	flow	restrictor,	allowing	you	to	save	water.	Faucet	aerators	first	entered	homes
in	the	late	1940s	as	add-on	devices	that	would	reduce	splashing	and	help	water	taste	better	by	introducing	oxygen.	The	idea	for	a	sink	aerator	came	about	when	serial	inventor	Elie	Aghnides	observed	water	bubbling	from	a	waterfall	and	wondered	why	that	water	tasted	and	felt	so	good.	The	answer:	air.	Wider	stream	of	water.Reduces	water
splashing.Saves	waterActivates	soap	faster.Gives	a	lighter,	fresher	taste.	There	are	several	types	of	faucet	aerators	to	choose	from,	but	before	you	replace	it,	determine	which	type	you	have.	Aerators	usually	come	in	two	sizes:	regular	(the	size	of	a	quarter)	and	junior	(the	size	of	a	nickel).	For	smaller	aerators	that	are	the	size	of	a	dime,	you	will	need
what	is	called	a	Tom	Thumb	aerator.	Aerators	also	have	different	threads.	If	your	faucet	has	exterior	threads,	it	is	male,	and	if	it	has	interior	threads,	then	it	is	female.	Below,	learn	more	about	different	types	of	faucet	aerators.	Aerated	stream:	This	type	of	aerator	introduces	air	into	the	water	stream,	which	creates	a	larger	white	stream	that	does	not
splash	in	the	sink	basin	and	is	common	in	residential	homes.Laminar	stream:	A	laminar	stream	aerator	allows	for	a	straight,	non-aerated	stream,	which	is	ideal	for	high-flow	faucets	and	is	common	in	hospitals.Multiple	Laminar:	This	type	of	aerator	is	used	when	you	want	to	create	a	shower	spray	pattern,	typical	of	low-flow	faucets	that	initially	do	not
provide	enough	water	coverage	when	washing.	Clean	the	sink	aerator	once	or	twice	a	year	to	maintain	water	freshness.	Here's	how:	Close	the	sink	stopper	to	avoid	losing	parts	down	the	drain.Remove	the	faucet	aerator,	and	place	it	on	a	clean	towel.Take	the	aerator	apart	if	possible.If	clogged,	soak	the	aerator	in	white	vinegar	(or	CLR)	for	an
hour.Remove	the	vinegar,	and	rinse	with	fresh	water.Replace	the	aerator	on	the	faucet.Turn	on	the	water	to	test.	Faucet	aerators	usually	cost	less	than	$10.	Replace	a	sink	aerator	with	pliers	and	a	towel.	Clean	the	inside	thread	of	the	faucet	with	the	towel.	Credit:	The	Spruce	/	Sarah	Lee	Before	installation,	ensure	that	the	aerator	is	fully	assembled.	A
faucet	aerator	must	have	the	washer	in	place	to	prevent	leakage.	Credit:	The	Spruce	/	Sarah	Lee	Place	the	aerator	into	the	end	of	the	faucet	until	the	threads	catch.	Manually	screw	the	aerator	clockwise	firmly	into	the	faucet.	Credit:	The	Spruce	/	Sarah	Lee	Wrap	the	towel	around	the	faucet	aerator.	Tighten	the	aerator	with	the	wrench.	Credit:	The
Spruce	/	Sarah	Lee	Turn	the	water	on	full	volume	to	test.	If	water	comes	out	around	the	aerator,	it	might	not	be	tight	enough.	But	avoid	tightening	the	aerator	too	much,	or	you	risk	stripping	the	threads	on	both	the	faucet	and	aerator.	Credit:	The	Spruce	/	Sarah	Lee	An	aerator	is	not	necessary	and	can	even	be	counterproductive	in	some	applications:
Exterior	faucets	Garden	hoses	Shower	faucets	Bathtub	faucets	Clothes	washer	water	supply	faucets	In	these	cases,	you	don't	need	the	lighter	water	stream	that	the	aerator	provides.	Also,	the	sink	aerator	will	limit	the	flow	of	water,	when	the	maximum	flow	of	water	is	desired.	FAQ	Faucet	aerators	are	not	necessary.	However,	they	can	improve	the
flow	of	water	and	help	it	feel	softer	by	introducing	small	bubbles.	You	will	know	if	a	sink	aerator	is	bad	when	the	water	no	longer	comes	out	bubbly	and	soft.	Another	sign	that	the	sink	aerator	is	bad	is	when	the	faucet	exhibits	low	water	pressure.	Also,	the	water	may	be	misdirected,	spraying	to	the	side	of	the	faucet	or	any	direction	other	than	straight
down.	Faucet	aerators	should	be	replaced	every	six	to	12	months,	depending	on	the	quality	of	water	in	your	area.	They	should	be	cleaned	twice	a	year	to	remove	any	build-up.	Yes,	most	faucet	aerators	can	be	removed	by	hand	if	you	no	longer	need	the	aerator	or	do	not	want	it	installed	if	it	already	comes	screwed	onto	the	faucet	tap.	To	remove	the
aerator,	make	sure	the	faucet	is	dry	and	turn	the	aerator	counterclockwise.	If	this	doesn't	work,	try	adding	heat	or	oil	and	turning	again.	Many	Moen	aerators	are	"male,"	which	means	the	threads	are	located	on	the	aerator,	not	on	the	faucet.	Because	of	this	design,	Moen	aerators	sit	inside	the	end	of	the	faucet	itself	and	are	impossible	to	access
without	a	special	tool	to	aid	in	their	removal.	Knowing	how	to	remove	an	aerator	from	a	Moen	faucet	can	help	you	clean	or	replace	a	clogged	aerator,	which	is	far	less	expensive	than	purchasing	a	brand-new	faucet.	If	you	happened	to	install	your	Moen	faucet	yourself,	you	may	still	have	the	removal	tool,	called	an	aerator	key.	This	"key"	is	plastic	and
has	a	round	end	with	teeth.	The	teeth	line	up	with	the	teeth	on	the	aerator,	allowing	you	to	grip	and	unscrew	it.	If	you	do	not	have	the	key	lying	around,	you	can	order	Moen	faucet	parts,	including	a	Moen	aerator	kit.	This	kit	provides	a	new	aerator	and	key,	both	of	which	are	designed	for	use	in	your	specific	Moen	faucet.	​Read	more:​	How	Does	a
Faucet	Aerator	Work?	Simply	place	the	round	end	of	the	key	up	into	the	end	of	the	faucet,	then	slowly	turn	it	until	you	feel	the	key's	teeth	slide	in	and	lock	against	the	aerator's	teeth.	Turn	the	key	counterclockwise	to	unscrew	the	aerator.	Aerators	are	designed	to	add	air	to	the	outflow	of	water	by	creating	dozens	of	tiny	streams	of	water	instead	of
just	one	giant	stream.	Ultimately,	this	saves	you	money	on	your	water	bill	because	less	water	comes	out	of	the	faucet.	However,	you	won't	even	notice	the	difference,	because	the	water	pressure	stays	the	same.	In	addition	to	the	cost-saving	benefit,	aerators	also	reduce	the	amount	of	splashing	that	occurs	as	the	water	hits	the	sink.	Depending	on	a
sink's	main	purpose,	you	can	increase	your	cost	savings	even	further	by	selecting	a	low-volume	aerator.	A	standard	aerator	allows	2.2	gallons	per	minute	to	flow	through	it,	whereas	a	low-volume	aerator	can	let	through	0.5	to	1	gallons	per	minute.	If	you're	trying	to	fill	a	kettle	or	soup	pot,	you'll	be	at	the	kitchen	sink	for	a	long	time,	waiting	for	it	to	fill
at	a	rate	of	0.5	gallons	per	minute.	But	if	you're	just	washing	your	hands	or	rinsing	dishes,	a	low-volume	Moen	aerator	can	save	you	water	and	money.	​Read	more:​	How	to	Fix	a	Leaking	Moen	Kitchen	Faucet	You	can	also	choose	to	purchase	laminar	flow	or	spray	aerators.	Laminar	flow	aerators	restrict	the	volume	of	water	that	exits	the	faucet	without
adding	air	to	the	water	stream.	On	the	other	hand,	spray	aerators	distribute	the	water	into	separate	jets	of	water	without	adding	air,	which	still	produces	high	water	pressure	over	a	large	surface	area,	ideal	for	washing	applications.	Not	sure	if	you	really	need	to	remove	your	Moen	aerator?	Aerators	can	and	do	get	clogged.	When	faucets	go	through	a
period	of	disuse,	the	droplets	of	water	left	in	the	end	of	the	faucet	evaporate	and	leave	behind	a	small	amount	of	mineral	deposits.	If	you	notice	that	the	water	pressure	has	suddenly	changed	in	your	faucet,	the	aerator	could	be	the	culprit.	The	water	may	also	come	through	on	one	side	of	the	aerator	instead	of	evenly	across.	Remove	the	aerator	as
described	above	in	order	to	either	scrub	the	aerator	clean	or	replace	it	altogether.	To	install	a	new	aerator,	place	it	by	hand	into	position	within	the	faucet	and	use	the	key	to	screw	it	clockwise	until	it	is	secured.	If	you	have	a	Moen	warranty,	parts	like	a	new	aerator	may	be	covered.	My	Moen	kitchen	faucet	has	an	aerator	that	none	of	the	standard
aerator	keys	seem	to	fit.	I've	attached	a	picture	of	it	below.	Maybe	Moen	did	this	purposefully	to	make	people	need	to	replace	the	whole	faucet	head	every	time.	Looking	at	this	YouTube	video,	How	to	remove	a	Moen	kitchen	faucet	aerator,	an	Allen	key	is	used	between	2	of	the	aerator	slots.	However,	on	my	faucet,	the	aerator	is	more	protruding,
making	it	not	possible	to	put	an	object	between	the	2	slots.	I've	tried	to	use	needle	nose	pliers,	but	the	nose	on	the	pliers	are	not	small	enough	to	fit	into	the	aerator	slots.	I've	also	tried	to	use	2	small	flat	nosed	screwdrivers,	but	the	aerator	is	on	too	tight	for	that	to	work.	As	mentioned,	all	the	standard	aerator	keys	won't	fit	this.	I	did	find	2	items	that
MIGHT	be	able	to	work,	and	from	reading	the	reviews,	it	seems	at	least	1	person	for	each	item	has	been	able	to	use	it	to	remove	a	Moen	aerator:	Item	1	Item	2	Before	I	try	these	though,	just	wanted	to	see	if	anyone	else	had	success	using	any	other	method	to	remove	an	aerator	like	this.	Otherwise,	I'll	just	buy	them	and	try	my	luck.	Thank	you.	35
Landscaping	Plants	That	Make	Your	Yard	Look	Put	Together	What	to	Watch	Now	My	Moen	kitchen	faucet	has	an	aerator	that	none	of	the	standard	aerator	keys	seem	to	fit.	I've	attached	a	picture	of	it	below.	Maybe	Moen	did	this	purposefully	to	make	people	need	to	replace	the	whole	faucet	head	every	time.	Looking	at	this	YouTube	video,	How	to
remove	a	Moen	kitchen	faucet	aerator,	an	Allen	key	is	used	between	2	of	the	aerator	slots.	However,	on	my	faucet,	the	aerator	is	more	protruding,	making	it	not	possible	to	put	an	object	between	the	2	slots.	I've	tried	to	use	needle	nose	pliers,	but	the	nose	on	the	pliers	are	not	small	enough	to	fit	into	the	aerator	slots.	I've	also	tried	to	use	2	small	flat
nosed	screwdrivers,	but	the	aerator	is	on	too	tight	for	that	to	work.	As	mentioned,	all	the	standard	aerator	keys	won't	fit	this.	I	did	find	2	items	that	MIGHT	be	able	to	work,	and	from	reading	the	reviews,	it	seems	at	least	1	person	for	each	item	has	been	able	to	use	it	to	remove	a	Moen	aerator:	Item	1	Item	2	Before	I	try	these	though,	just	wanted	to	see
if	anyone	else	had	success	using	any	other	method	to	remove	an	aerator	like	this.	Otherwise,	I'll	just	buy	them	and	try	my	luck.	Thank	you.	There	are	a	few	reasons	why	you	may	need	to	remove	the	screen	or	aerator	from	your	Moen	faucet.	The	issue	often	falls	to	poor	water	flow	due	to	a	clogged	aerator.	Or,	maybe	it’s	time	for	an	aerator	replacement.
Whatever	the	reason	may	be,	there	are	a	few	ways	to	remove	it.		Removing	a	Moen	faucet	aerator	can	be	tricky,	particularly	if	it’s	recessed.	If	you	need	to	know	how	to	remove	the	troublesome	aerator,	keep	reading!	The	process	to	remove	the	aerator	from	a	Moen	faucet	depends	entirely	on	the	type	of	faucet	you	have.	There	is	some	differentiation
between	kitchen	and	bathroom	faucets,	so	we’ll	take	a	look	at	each	type	below.	Moen	offers	multiple	kitchen	faucet	configurations,	so	giving	a	specific,	all-encompassing	guideline	is	tricky.	The	removal	process	depends	on	the	type	of	faucet	you	have.		For	example,	consider	the	Moen	Brecklyn	kitchen	faucet.	The	aerator	in	this	faucet	is	exposed.
However,	you	can’t	easily	grab	it	with	your	fingers	and	remove	it.	So,	here’s	what	you’ll	need:	Depending	on	what	kind	of	faucet	you	have,	there	may	be	a	few	extra	parts	(if	you	have	a	water	saver)	hiding	behind	the	aerator.	So,	cover	the	drain	with	a	rag	to	prevent	losing	tiny	parts.		If	you	don’t	have	an	Allen	key,	simply	find	something	that	will	fit
between	the	aerator’s	grooves.	Fit	the	long	end	of	the	Allen	key	between	the	grooves,	then	rotate	it	counterclockwise.	The	aerator	will	loosen,	allowing	you	to	remove	it	easily.		Moen	offers	two	main	types	of	aerators	in	its	bathroom	faucets:	threaded	and	recessed.		The	threaded	aerators	on	bathroom	faucets	are	quick	and	easy,	as	they	easily	twist	off.
Simply	grip	the	protruding	aerator	at	the	end	of	the	spout	and	twist	counterclockwise.	The	aerator	easily	comes	off,	allowing	you	to	do	whatever	you	need	to	do.		On	the	other	hand,	the	recessed	aerators	require	a	tool	for	removal.	Sometimes,	this	tool	is	called	a	‘cache	faucet	aerator	key.’	When	you	buy	the	bathroom	faucet	new,	it	comes	with	the
aerator	removal	tool.		To	remove	a	concealed	or	recessed	aerator,	use	the	tool	to	unthread	the	aerator.	Here’s	what	you’ll	need:	It	doesn’t	hurt	to	plug	the	sink’s	drain	or	cover	it	with	a	towel	in	case	the	aerator	drops.	Disassembling	plumbing	to	find	missing	parts	is	no	fun.	So,	to	be	on	the	safe	side,	cover	the	drain	with	a	towel.		The	tool	is	user-
friendly	and	easy	to	use.	Simply	insert	the	tool	into	the	grooves	in	the	aerator,	which	sits	just	inside	the	end	of	the	spout.	Twist	counterclockwise	to	unthread	it.		If	you	don’t	have	the	fancy	little	aerator	removal	tool,	you	can	still	remove	the	aerator	reasonably	quickly.	You	have	a	few	options.		If	the	aerator	is	the	threaded	variety,	you	shouldn’t	have
too	much	difficulty.	However,	if	it’s	giving	you	grief,	simply	wrap	a	small	cloth	around	the	aerator	and	use	pliers	to	get	a	better	grip	on	it.	The	fabric	protects	the	aerator’s	finish,	so	it	doesn’t	end	up	with	little	teeth	marks	from	the	pliers.	On	the	flip	side,	if	you	have	the	recessed	aerator	variety,	there	are	a	few	things	to	try.	If	you	have	long	fingernails,
you	can	try	using	them	to	place	between	the	grooves.	Of	course,	you	don’t	want	to	damage	your	fingernails,	so	no	worries	if	it	doesn’t	work.		If	you	can’t	remove	the	aerator	with	your	fingers,	try	using	a	flathead	screwdriver.	Here’s	what	you’ll	need:	Flathead	screwdriverHammer	Take	a	small	flathead	screwdriver	and	wedge	the	end	into	one	of	the
grooves.	Once	the	screwdriver	is	in	place,	use	the	hammer	to	tap	the	end	lightly.	If	there	are	limescale	deposits	holding	the	aerator	in	place,	this	will	help	break	the	bond.		Keep	tapping,	pushing	the	aerator	counterclockwise	until	it	loosens.	From	there,	you	should	be	able	to	use	your	hand	to	finish	removing	it.		Alternatively,	if	corrosion	or	mineral
deposits	won’t	release	their	hold,	try	using	a	touch	of	vinegar	or	WD-40.	If	you’d	like	to	use	WD-40,	apply	a	liberal	amount	of	the	lubricant	to	the	aerator,	then	allow	it	to	sit	for	a	few	minutes.	Try	the	removal	process	again.		If	you	want	to	use	vinegar,	fill	a	sandwich	bag	with	just	enough	to	cover	the	faucet	end.	Tie	the	bag	around	the	end	of	the	faucet,
so	the	aerator	is	submerged.	Allow	it	to	soak	for	most	of	the	day,	then	try	the	same	process	again.		Once	the	aerator	is	out,	it	doesn’t	hurt	to	clean	it.	Mineral	buildup	or	calcium	deposits	can	leave	residue	in	the	aerator,	reducing	water	flow.	So,	while	you	have	it	disassembled,	allow	it	to	soak	for	a	while.		Here’s	what	you	need:	VinegarSmall	bowlOld
toothbrushToothpicks		Soak	the	screen	and	other	aerator	parts	in	a	small	bowl	with	enough	vinegar	to	fully	submerge	the	parts.	Allow	it	to	soak	for	a	few	hours	at	least,	but	preferably	overnight.	Once	the	deposits	are	soft	enough	or	dissolved	altogether,	use	an	old	toothbrush	and	toothpicks	to	remove	the	remnants.		Rinse	the	aerator	with	warm
water,	then	reassemble	it	in	the	faucet.	Share	—	copy	and	redistribute	the	material	in	any	medium	or	format	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	Adapt	—	remix,	transform,	and	build	upon	the	material	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	The	licensor	cannot	revoke	these	freedoms	as	long	as	you	follow	the	license	terms.	Attribution	—	You	must	give
appropriate	credit	,	provide	a	link	to	the	license,	and	indicate	if	changes	were	made	.	You	may	do	so	in	any	reasonable	manner,	but	not	in	any	way	that	suggests	the	licensor	endorses	you	or	your	use.	ShareAlike	—	If	you	remix,	transform,	or	build	upon	the	material,	you	must	distribute	your	contributions	under	the	same	license	as	the	original.	No
additional	restrictions	—	You	may	not	apply	legal	terms	or	technological	measures	that	legally	restrict	others	from	doing	anything	the	license	permits.	You	do	not	have	to	comply	with	the	license	for	elements	of	the	material	in	the	public	domain	or	where	your	use	is	permitted	by	an	applicable	exception	or	limitation	.	No	warranties	are	given.	The
license	may	not	give	you	all	of	the	permissions	necessary	for	your	intended	use.	For	example,	other	rights	such	as	publicity,	privacy,	or	moral	rights	may	limit	how	you	use	the	material.	My	Moen	kitchen	faucet	has	an	aerator	that	none	of	the	standard	aerator	keys	seem	to	fit.	I've	attached	a	picture	of	it	below.	Maybe	Moen	did	this	purposefully	to
make	people	need	to	replace	the	whole	faucet	head	every	time.	Looking	at	this	YouTube	video,	How	to	remove	a	Moen	kitchen	faucet	aerator,	an	Allen	key	is	used	between	2	of	the	aerator	slots.	However,	on	my	faucet,	the	aerator	is	more	protruding,	making	it	not	possible	to	put	an	object	between	the	2	slots.	I've	tried	to	use	needle	nose	pliers,	but
the	nose	on	the	pliers	are	not	small	enough	to	fit	into	the	aerator	slots.	I've	also	tried	to	use	2	small	flat	nosed	screwdrivers,	but	the	aerator	is	on	too	tight	for	that	to	work.	As	mentioned,	all	the	standard	aerator	keys	won't	fit	this.	I	did	find	2	items	that	MIGHT	be	able	to	work,	and	from	reading	the	reviews,	it	seems	at	least	1	person	for	each	item	has
been	able	to	use	it	to	remove	a	Moen	aerator:	Item	1	Item	2	Before	I	try	these	though,	just	wanted	to	see	if	anyone	else	had	success	using	any	other	method	to	remove	an	aerator	like	this.	Otherwise,	I'll	just	buy	them	and	try	my	luck.	Thank	you.	Faucet	aerators	are	located	at	the	tip	of	most	faucets.	These	will	provide	a	gentle,	splash-free	flow	that
shapes	the	water	stream.	This	allows	for	better	water	performance,	reduced	water	waste,	and	a	more	controlled	flow.	Regularly	cleaning	and	replacing	your	aerators	will	keep	things	flowing	smoothly,	and	luckily,	it's	an	easy	DIY	project	to	try	at	home.	Moen	aerators	are	unique	and	can	be	difficult	to	remove	without	a	few	instructions.	If	your	faucet
seems	to	be	clogged,	water	is	not	flowing	properly,	or	the	pressure	is	low,	your	aerator	may	need	to	be	cleaned.	Removing	your	Moen	aerator	is	easy.	At	Aerator.com,	we	provide	high-quality	aerators	for	a	wide	range	of	faucets.	Let's	break	down	the	steps	to	removing	your	Moen	aerator.	Identifying	Your	Moen	Aerator	Moen	faucets	are	equipped	with
various	types	of	aerators,	including	those	with	housing,	drop-in	inserts,	Cache	aerators,	Slim	aerators,	and	custom	Moen	sleeves.	Identifying	the	specific	type	of	aerator	your	faucet	uses	is	crucial	for	proper	maintenance	and	replacement.		Tools	You'll	Need	To	remove	your	Moen	aerator,	you'll	need:		Aerator	key	(a	Moen	aerator	removal	tool)
Adjustable	wrench	Pliers	In	some	cases,	you	may	also	need	a	few	additional	tools.	This	can	happen	if	your	aerator	is	old,	worn,	or	just	tightly	screwed	onto	your	faucet.	Our	how	to	remove	an	aerator	videos	can	be	used	as	an	additional	reference	for	removing	any	stuck	aerators.		Removing	Your	Moen	Aerator	Start	by	removing	your	Moen	aerator.	Use
the	Aerator	key	that	came	with	your	original	Moen	aerator.	This	little	tool	has	a	round	end	with	teeth	that	grip	the	aerator	threads	perfectly,	so	you	can	unscrew	it	with	ease.	If	you	no	longer	have	your	Aerator	Tool,	you	can	order	an	aerator	kit	that	comes	with	a	new	aerator	and	a	key.	Luckily,	the	process	for	removing	kitchen	and	bathroom	faucet
aerators	is	the	same.	Hold	the	key	so	that	the	round	end	goes	up	into	the	end	of	the	faucet.	Slowly	turn	it	until	the	teeth	grab	the	aerator's	teeth	inside.	Keep	turning	counterclockwise	until	the	entire	aerator	comes	off	in	your	hand.	You	can	also	use	a	wrench	to	grip	and	remove	your	Moen	aerator.	Simply	grip	the	aerator	with	the	ends	of	your	wrench
and	turn	it	counterclockwise.		Tips	&	Troubleshooting	Here	are	a	few	additional	tips	and	techniques	for	removing	your	aerator	with	ease:	If	you're	using	a	wrench	or	pliers,	always	wrap	the	base	of	your	aerator	with	a	cloth.	This	keeps	it	from	being	scratched	or	damaged.	If	your	aerator	is	stuck,	try	soaking	it	in	vinegar.	This	can	help	dissolve	mineral
deposits.	Simply	fill	a	small	bag	with	vinegar,	place	the	end	of	the	faucet	inside,	and	attach	it	with	a	rubber	band.	If	your	aerator	won't	budge,	check	for	signs	of	damage	from	normal	wear.	This	can	make	removal	more	difficult.	Removing	a	Moen	aerator	is	typically	a	straightforward	process.	If	yours	is	damaged	or	stubbornly	stuck	and	additional
methods	to	remove	a	stuck	aerator	do	not	work,	it	may	be	time	to	call	the	pros.	The	last	thing	you	want	to	do	is	damage	your	faucet	or	plumbing.	Upgrading	Your	Kitchen	&	Bath	Experience	A	new	aerator	keeps	water	flowing	smoothly	and	reduces	splashing	in	your	sink.	It	could	also	help	keep	your	utility	bills	low	while	benefiting	the	environment.	At
Aerator.com,	we	offer	a	wide	range	of	Moen	faucet	aerators	to	match	your	specific	model.	Browse	our	website	to	find	the	right	replacement	aerator	for	your	faucet	today.	Remember,	a	well-maintained	kitchen	sink	faucet	aerator	or	bathroom	faucet	aerator	can	enhance	the	performance	of	your	kitchen	and	bathroom	sinks.	Use	our	three-step	guide	to
choose	the	right	size	and	type	of	aerator	for	your	faucet.	Our	website	is	designed	to	ensure	you	find	the	perfect	aerator	for	your	needs.	July	24,	2022	Magnus	Jern	A	faucet	aerator	is	a	small	device	that	is	placed	at	the	end	of	a	faucet	to	mix	air	with	the	flowing	water.	This	simple	accessory	has	several	benefits:Water	Savings:	By	mixing	air	with	the
water,	the	amount	of	water	coming	out	of	the	faucet	is	reduced	without	decreasing	the	apparent	pressure	of	the	flow.	This	can	help	reduce	water	consumption,	which	is	beneficial	for	both	the	environment	and	water	bills.Splash	Reduction:	The	aerator	helps	the	water	flow	more	uniformly	and	smoothly,	reducing	splashes	when	the	water	hits	the	sink
or	any	other	surface.Better	Filtration:	Some	aerators	include	filters	that	can	trap	small	particles,	improving	the	quality	of	the	water	coming	out	of	the	faucet.Improved	Water	Pressure:	By	mixing	air	with	the	water,	the	flow	can	feel	more	pressurized	even	if	the	actual	volume	of	water	is	lower.	This	can	be	useful	in	areas	where	water	pressure	is	low.
How	much	does	a	water	aerator	save?	A	water	aerator	can	achieve	significant	savings	in	water	consumption.	The	exact	amount	of	savings	depends	on	various	factors,	including	the	type	of	aerator,	the	initial	water	flow	rate	of	the	faucet,	and	the	usage	of	the	faucet	in	the	home.	However,	some	general	estimates	can	be	provided:Flow	Reduction:
Aerators	typically	reduce	the	water	flow	from	around	15-20	liters	per	minute	(lpm)	to	approximately	5-8	lpm.	This	represents	a	flow	reduction	of	about	50%	to	75%.Annual	Savings:	Estimates	suggest	that	an	average	household	can	save	up	to	11,000	liters	of	water	per	year	for	each	aerator	installed.	This	calculation	is	based	on	typical	daily	use	of
kitchen	and	bathroom	faucets.Cost	Savings:	In	addition	to	water	savings,	aerators	can	also	reduce	energy	consumption	since	less	hot	water	is	used.	This	can	translate	into	significant	savings	on	water	and	energy	bills.	Financially,	savings	can	vary,	but	some	studies	suggest	that	a	household	can	save	between	50	and	150	dollars	per	year	on	combined
water	and	energy	costs.Environmental	Impact:	By	reducing	water	consumption,	the	demand	on	water	resources	is	also	decreased,	and	less	energy	is	needed	to	heat	the	water,	which	positively	impacts	the	reduction	of	the	household's	carbon	footprint.	How	to	Replace	or	Install	an	Aerator	There	are	several	types	of	faucet	aerators,	each	designed	for
different	needs	and	preferences.	Here	are	the	main	types	of	aerators:Standard	Aerators:	-	Straight	Flow:	Emits	a	uniform	and	direct	stream	of	water.	-	Stream	Flow:	Mixes	air	with	water	to	produce	a	softer	and	wider	stream.Low	Flow	Aerators:	-	Designed	to	significantly	reduce	the	water	flow,	providing	substantial	water	savings.	These	typically	have
a	flow	rate	of	1.5	to	5.7	liters	per	minute	(lpm).High	Flow	Aerators:	-	Used	in	places	where	a	higher	volume	of	water	is	needed,	such	as	in	certain	kitchen	sinks.	Their	flow	rate	can	be	from	8	to	11	lpm.	Laminar	Aerators:	-	Produce	a	clear,	bubble-free	stream	of	water,	ideal	for	medical	environments	or	where	a	hygienic,	splash-free	water	flow	is
required.Spray	Aerators:	-	Emit	water	in	the	form	of	small	jets	or	a	spray,	which	can	be	useful	in	kitchen	sinks	for	rinsing	food	and	dishes.Adjustable	or	Swiveling	Aerators:	-	Allow	you	to	change	the	angle	or	type	of	water	flow,	offering	greater	flexibility	and	convenience	in	daily	use.	Pressure	Compensated	Aerators:	-	Designed	to	maintain	a	constant
water	flow	even	when	water	pressure	varies,	helping	to	save	water	without	sacrificing	performance.Anti-Vandal	Aerators:	-	Used	in	public	spaces,	these	aerators	are	designed	to	be	difficult	to	remove	or	damage,	enhancing	durability	and	reducing	maintenance.Aerators	with	Built-in	Filters:	-	Some	aerators	include	filters	to	improve	water	quality	by
removing	impurities	and	enhancing	taste.	Faucet	aerator	guide	overview	Here’s	a	complete	guide	of	the	different	sizes	and	how	to	identify	the	size	of	your	aerator	Aerator	Model	Aerator	Diameter	Coin	size	approxEUR	or	USD	Female	(Internal	threads)We	refer	to	these	as	Fxx	but	they	are	sometimesalso	referred	to	as	Mxx	(Female)	The	coin	should	fit
just	inside	the	aerator.	F16	(M16.5x1)	15-15.5	mm	2	cent	(EUR)	F18	(M18.5x1)	17-17.5	mm	5	cent	(EUR)Dime	(USD)	F20	(M20.5x1)	19-19.5	mm3/4”	20	cent	(EUR)Nickel	(USD)l	F22	(M21.5x1)Referred	to	as	Regular	in	the	US	21-21.5	mm55/64"	(US	size)	50	cent	(EUR)1	Quarter	coin	(USD)	F24	(M23.5x1)	23-23.5	mm	2	Euro	coin	(EUR)	F26
(M25.5x1)	25.5-26	mm	F28	(M27.5x1)	27.5-28	mm	Male	(external	threads)	The	coin	should	reach	the	edges	of	the	aerator.	M16	(M16.5x1)Referred	to	as	Tom-thumb	in	the	US	15-15.5	mm	Smaller	than	a	dime	M18	(M18.5x1)Referred	to	as	tiny	junior	in	the	US	17-17.5	mm	2	cent	(EUR)	M20	19.5-20	mm	10	cent	(EUR)	M22Referred	to	as	junior	in	the
US	21.5-22	mm	5	cent	(EUR)Nickel	(USD)	M24	Referred	to	as	regular	in	the	US	23.5-24	mm	1	Euro	(EUR)Quarter	(USD)	M28	27.5-28	mm	With	the	help	of	this	guide	and	our	adapter	wizard	customers	can	easily	order	an	extra	aerator	adapter	for	free	from	TAPP	Water.	How	to	Clean	a	Faucet	Aerator	One	you’ve	detached	the	aerator	you	can	easily
just	clean	it	by	spraying	water	on	it	and	using	your	fingers	to	get	dirt	out.	If	there’s	limescale	and	you	want	it	really	clean	then	let	it	soak	in	vinegar	for	a	while.	Example	of	a	dirty	M24	tap	aerator	Signs	that	you	need	a	new	aerator	If	your	water	flow	is	restricted	to	a	trickle,	it	may	be	clogged	with	sediment.	It	is	possible	to	clean	a	clogged	aerator	by
soaking	it	in	vinegar	for	a	few	hours.	But	because	aerators	are	so	inexpensive,	it	may	be	time	to	install	a	new	aerator.	See	our	guide	above	about	how	to	remove	it	but	normally	it’s	as	simple	as	unscrewing	it,	either	with	your	fingers	or	by	using	pliers.	When	the	aerator	is	off,	you	can	either	clean	it	in	vinegar	or	replace	the	screen	with	a	new	one.	An
added	benefit	is	that	your	faucet	will	receive	a	new	neoprene	gasket.	Since	gaskets	can	begin	to	crack	and	fray	over	time,	a	new	gasket	also	will	improve	the	flow	of	water.	Now	you’ve	learned	everything	about	aerators	in	our	ultimate	faucet	aerator	guide.	Water	conservation	device	An	aerator	attached	to	a	sink	tap	A	faucet	aerator	(or	tap	aerator)	is
often	found	at	the	tip	of	modern	indoor	water	faucets.	Aerators	can	simply	be	screwed	onto	the	faucet	head,	creating	a	non-splashing	stream	and	often	delivering	a	mixture	of	water	and	air.	The	aerator	was	invented	by	Greek	engineer	Elie	Aghnides.[1]	An	aerator	can:[2]	Prevent	splashing	Shape	the	water	stream	coming	out	of	the	faucet	spout,	to
produce	a	straight	and	evenly	pressured	stream	Conserve	water	and	reduce	energy	costs	Reduce	faucet	noise	Increase	perceived	water	pressure	(often	used	in	homes	with	low	water	pressure);	sometimes	described	as	a	pressure	regulator	or	flow	regulator	Provide	slight	filtration	of	debris	due	to	a	small	sieve	plate	When	a	single	stream	of	water	hits	a
surface	the	water	must	go	somewhere,	and	because	the	stream	is	uniform	the	water	will	tend	to	go	mostly	in	the	same	direction.	If	a	single	stream	hits	a	surface	which	is	curved,	then	the	stream	will	conform	to	the	shape	and	be	easily	redirected	with	the	force	of	the	volume	of	water	falling.	Adding	the	aerator	does	two	things:	it	reduces	the	volume	of
falling	water	which	reduces	the	splash	distance,	and	it	creates	multiple	"mini-streams"	within	the	main	stream.	Each	mini-stream,	if	it	were	falling	by	itself,	would	splash	or	flow	in	a	unique	and	different	way	when	it	hit	the	surface,	as	compared	to	the	other	mini-streams.	Because	they	are	all	falling	at	the	same	time,	the	streams	will	splash	in	their	own
way	but	end	up	hitting	other	splash	streams.	The	resulting	interference	cancels	out	the	majority	of	the	splashing	effect.[3]	Because	the	aerator	limits	the	water	flow	through	the	faucet,	water	usage	is	reduced	compared	to	the	same	duration	of	flow	without	an	aerator.	In	the	case	of	hot	water,	because	less	water	is	used,	less	heat	energy	is	used.[4]	The
perception	of	water	pressure	is	actually	the	speed	of	the	water	as	it	hits	a	surface	(the	hands,	in	the	case	of	hand	washing).	When	an	aerator	is	added	to	the	faucet	(or	fluid	stream),	there	is	a	region	of	high	pressure	created	behind	the	aerator.	Because	of	the	higher	pressure	behind	the	aerator	and	the	low	pressure	in	front	of	it	(outside	the	faucet),
due	to	Bernoulli's	principle	there	is	an	increase	in	velocity	of	the	fluid	flow.	Aerator	assembly	diagram	Aeration	occurs	in	two	basic	steps:[2][5]	Air	is	drawn	into	the	water	stream,	breaking	the	stream	into	a	flow	of	tiny	droplets	mixed	with	air.	The	mixture	of	air	and	water	passes	through	a	screen,	further	mixing	the	air	and	water	and	evenly	spreading
out	the	resulting	stream.	Three	major	components	of	an	aerator	are:	housing,	insert	and	rubber	washer.	A	faucet	aerator	can	be	classified	on	the	basis	of	its	flow	rate	and	the	type	of	water	stream	(aerated,	non-aerated,	spray)	it	produces.	In	general,	standard-sized	aerators	are	available	with	female	(M22x1)	or	male	threading	(M24x1).	Bathtub	spouts
often	have	a	bigger	diameter	with	a	male	M28x1	thread.	The	United	States	uses	different	thread	sizes:	15⁄16"-27	for	standard-sized	male	and	55⁄64"-27	for	standard-sized	female	threads.	Using	faucet	aerators	may	help	meet	local	regulations	and	construction	standards	such	as	ASME	A112.18.1,	U.S.	Leadership	in	Energy	and	Environmental	Design
(LEED)	certifications[6][failed	verification]	or	WELS	(Australia/New	Zealand).	In	Europe,	European	standard	EN246	"Sanitary	tapware	—	General	specifications	for	flow	rate	regulators"	defines	the	flow	rate	and	noise	reduction	requirements.	^	"Waterfall	Faucet:	Miniature	Aerating	Plant	Makes	Tap	Water	Foamy	and	Splashless".	Life.	5	Aug	1946.	^	a
b	A	US	patent	4789103	A,	Gottfried	Ruhnke,	"Faucet	aerator"		^	חברת	שירות	Grohe	^	Indira,	Khan.	"Quooker	kranen	kopen	doet	u	hier".	Kokendwaterkranen.com	(in	Dutch).	Retrieved	20	December	2016.	^	A	US	patent	2541854	A,	"Water	aerating	device"		^	"LEED	for	Homes	Rating	System"	(PDF).	U.S.Green	Building	Council.	Archived	from	the
original	(PDF)	on	December	7,	2016.	Retrieved	from	"	Skip	to	content	2025	Copyright.	All	Rights	Reserved	Privacy	Policy	My	Moen	kitchen	faucet	has	an	aerator	that	none	of	the	standard	aerator	keys	seem	to	fit.	I've	attached	a	picture	of	it	below.	Maybe	Moen	did	this	purposefully	to	make	people	need	to	replace	the	whole	faucet	head	every	time.
Looking	at	this	YouTube	video,	How	to	remove	a	Moen	kitchen	faucet	aerator,	an	Allen	key	is	used	between	2	of	the	aerator	slots.	However,	on	my	faucet,	the	aerator	is	more	protruding,	making	it	not	possible	to	put	an	object	between	the	2	slots.	I've	tried	to	use	needle	nose	pliers,	but	the	nose	on	the	pliers	are	not	small	enough	to	fit	into	the	aerator
slots.	I've	also	tried	to	use	2	small	flat	nosed	screwdrivers,	but	the	aerator	is	on	too	tight	for	that	to	work.	As	mentioned,	all	the	standard	aerator	keys	won't	fit	this.	I	did	find	2	items	that	MIGHT	be	able	to	work,	and	from	reading	the	reviews,	it	seems	at	least	1	person	for	each	item	has	been	able	to	use	it	to	remove	a	Moen	aerator:	Item	1	Item	2
Before	I	try	these	though,	just	wanted	to	see	if	anyone	else	had	success	using	any	other	method	to	remove	an	aerator	like	this.	Otherwise,	I'll	just	buy	them	and	try	my	luck.	Thank	you.	My	Moen	kitchen	faucet	has	an	aerator	that	none	of	the	standard	aerator	keys	seem	to	fit.	I've	attached	a	picture	of	it	below.	Maybe	Moen	did	this	purposefully	to
make	people	need	to	replace	the	whole	faucet	head	every	time.	Looking	at	this	YouTube	video,	How	to	remove	a	Moen	kitchen	faucet	aerator,	an	Allen	key	is	used	between	2	of	the	aerator	slots.	However,	on	my	faucet,	the	aerator	is	more	protruding,	making	it	not	possible	to	put	an	object	between	the	2	slots.	I've	tried	to	use	needle	nose	pliers,	but
the	nose	on	the	pliers	are	not	small	enough	to	fit	into	the	aerator	slots.	I've	also	tried	to	use	2	small	flat	nosed	screwdrivers,	but	the	aerator	is	on	too	tight	for	that	to	work.	As	mentioned,	all	the	standard	aerator	keys	won't	fit	this.	I	did	find	2	items	that	MIGHT	be	able	to	work,	and	from	reading	the	reviews,	it	seems	at	least	1	person	for	each	item	has
been	able	to	use	it	to	remove	a	Moen	aerator:	Item	1	Item	2	Before	I	try	these	though,	just	wanted	to	see	if	anyone	else	had	success	using	any	other	method	to	remove	an	aerator	like	this.	Otherwise,	I'll	just	buy	them	and	try	my	luck.	Thank	you.	How	to	Remove	an	Aerator	from	a	Moen	Faucet	Your	Moen	faucet	is	one	of	the	most	important	fixtures	in
your	home,	and	it’s	important	to	keep	it	in	good	working	order.	One	way	to	do	this	is	to	regularly	clean	the	aerator,	which	is	the	small	screen	at	the	end	of	the	faucet	that	helps	to	filter	the	water	and	reduce	splashing.	If	your	aerator	is	clogged,	it	can	cause	your	faucet	to	drip	or	not	work	properly.	Fortunately,	removing	and	cleaning	an	aerator	is	a
simple	task	that	you	can	do	yourself	in	just	a	few	minutes.	In	this	article,	we’ll	show	you	how	to	remove	an	aerator	from	a	Moen	faucet.	We’ll	also	provide	some	tips	on	how	to	clean	and	maintain	your	faucet	so	that	it	stays	in	good	condition	for	years	to	come.	Steps	to	Remove	an	Aerator	from	a	Moen	Faucet	1.	Turn	off	the	water	supply	to	the	faucet.	2.
Locate	the	aerator.	It’s	a	small,	cylindrical	device	with	a	screw	thread	on	the	end.	It’s	usually	located	at	the	end	of	the	faucet	spout,	but	it	may	be	hidden	behind	a	cap	or	other	cover.	3.	Loosen	the	aerator	by	turning	it	counterclockwise.	You	may	need	to	use	a	wrench	or	pliers	to	get	a	good	grip.	4.	Once	the	aerator	is	loose,	remove	it	from	the	faucet.
5.	Clean	the	aerator	with	warm,	soapy	water.	Be	sure	to	rinse	it	thoroughly	to	remove	all	of	the	soap.	6.	Reattach	the	aerator	to	the	faucet	by	turning	it	clockwise.	7.	Turn	on	the	water	supply	to	the	faucet	and	test	it	to	make	sure	it’s	working	properly.	Step	Instructions	Image	1	Turn	off	the	water	supply	to	the	faucet.	2	Locate	the	aerator	on	the	end	of
the	faucet	spout.	3	Grip	the	aerator	with	a	pair	of	pliers	and	twist	counterclockwise	to	remove	it.	4	Clean	the	aerator	under	running	water.	5	Reattach	the	aerator	to	the	faucet	spout	by	twisting	it	clockwise.	How	To	Remove	An	Aerator	From	A	Moen	Faucet?	An	aerator	is	a	small	device	that	is	screwed	onto	the	end	of	a	faucet	spout.	It	helps	to	reduce
the	amount	of	water	that	flows	through	the	faucet,	which	can	save	water	and	money.	Aerators	can	also	help	to	improve	the	quality	of	the	water	that	comes	out	of	the	faucet	by	removing	impurities	and	sediment.	Over	time,	aerators	can	become	clogged	with	minerals	and	sediment,	which	can	restrict	water	flow	and	reduce	the	effectiveness	of	the
aerator.	If	your	Moen	faucet	is	not	working	properly,	it	may	be	necessary	to	remove	and	clean	the	aerator.	This	guide	will	show	you	how	to	remove	an	aerator	from	a	Moen	faucet.	Tools	and	Materials	Needed	Adjustable	wrench	Pliers	Flathead	screwdriver	Penetrating	oil	Steps	to	Remove	the	Aerator	1.	Turn	off	the	water	supply	to	the	faucet.	2.
Loosen	the	aerator	with	the	adjustable	wrench.	3.	Use	the	pliers	to	grip	the	aerator	and	unscrew	it.	4.	Use	the	flathead	screwdriver	to	pry	off	the	rubber	gasket.	5.	Clean	the	faucet	and	aerator	with	warm,	soapy	water.	Once	you	have	removed	the	aerator,	you	can	clean	it	with	warm,	soapy	water.	If	the	aerator	is	heavily	clogged,	you	can	soak	it	in	a
vinegar	solution	for	a	few	hours.	Be	sure	to	rinse	the	aerator	thoroughly	before	reinstalling	it.	Reinstalling	the	aerator	is	the	reverse	of	the	removal	process.	Once	you	have	the	aerator	in	place,	turn	on	the	water	supply	to	the	faucet	and	check	for	leaks.	If	you	are	having	trouble	removing	or	reinstalling	the	aerator,	you	may	need	to	contact	a	plumber.
Additional	Tips	If	the	aerator	is	stuck,	you	can	try	applying	penetrating	oil	to	the	threads	and	letting	it	sit	for	a	few	minutes.	If	the	aerator	is	still	stuck,	you	can	try	using	a	pipe	wrench	to	loosen	it.	Be	careful	not	to	damage	the	faucet.	If	you	are	unable	to	remove	the	aerator,	you	can	replace	it	with	a	new	one.	Moen	aerators	are	available	at	most
hardware	stores.	How	To	Remove	An	Aerator	From	A	Moen	Faucet?	Moen	faucets	are	a	popular	choice	for	many	homes,	and	for	good	reason.	They	are	known	for	their	durability	and	their	ability	to	provide	a	consistent	flow	of	water.	However,	one	of	the	most	common	problems	with	Moen	faucets	is	that	the	aerator	can	become	clogged.	When	this
happens,	the	flow	of	water	is	restricted	and	the	faucet	may	start	to	drip.	If	you	are	experiencing	this	problem,	you	may	need	to	remove	the	aerator	and	clean	it	or	replace	it.	Removing	the	aerator	from	a	Moen	faucet	is	a	relatively	simple	process,	but	there	are	a	few	things	you	need	to	know	before	you	get	started.	First,	you	will	need	to	find	the	aerator.
It	is	usually	located	at	the	end	of	the	faucet	spout,	and	it	is	a	small,	cylindrical	piece	of	metal	with	a	screen	on	the	inside.	Once	you	have	found	the	aerator,	you	can	begin	the	removal	process.	Step	1:	Turn	off	the	water	supply	to	the	faucet.	This	is	an	important	safety	precaution	to	take	before	you	begin	any	work	on	your	faucet.	To	do	this,	simply	turn
off	the	shut-off	valve	located	under	the	sink.	Step	2:	Loosen	the	aerator.	The	aerator	is	held	in	place	by	a	small	set	screw.	To	loosen	the	set	screw,	you	will	need	to	use	a	small	flathead	screwdriver.	Insert	the	screwdriver	into	the	slot	in	the	set	screw	and	turn	it	counterclockwise.	Once	the	set	screw	is	loose,	you	can	unscrew	the	aerator	by	hand.	Step	3:
Remove	the	aerator.	Once	the	aerator	is	unscrewed,	you	can	remove	it	from	the	faucet	spout.	Be	careful	not	to	drop	the	aerator,	as	it	is	a	small	and	delicate	piece	of	hardware.	Step	4:	Clean	the	aerator.	If	the	aerator	is	clogged,	you	will	need	to	clean	it	before	you	can	reinstall	it.	To	do	this,	you	can	use	a	small	brush	to	remove	any	debris	from	the
screen.	You	can	also	soak	the	aerator	in	a	vinegar	solution	to	dissolve	any	mineral	deposits.	Step	5:	Reinstall	the	aerator.	Once	the	aerator	is	clean,	you	can	reinstall	it	on	the	faucet	spout.	To	do	this,	simply	screw	the	aerator	onto	the	faucet	until	it	is	snug.	Be	careful	not	to	overtighten	the	aerator,	as	this	could	damage	the	threads.	Step	6:	Turn	on	the
water	supply	to	the	faucet.	Once	the	aerator	is	reinstalled,	you	can	turn	on	the	water	supply	to	the	faucet.	The	water	should	flow	freely	from	the	faucet,	and	the	drip	should	be	gone.	Troubleshooting	If	the	aerator	is	stuck,	you	can	try	applying	penetrating	oil	to	the	threads	and	letting	it	sit	for	a	few	minutes.	You	can	also	try	using	a	pipe	wrench	to
loosen	the	aerator.	If	the	aerator	is	still	stuck,	you	may	need	to	replace	it	with	a	new	one.	If	the	aerator	is	damaged,	you	will	need	to	replace	it	with	a	new	one.	You	can	find	replacement	aerators	at	most	hardware	stores.	Reinstallation	When	reinstalling	the	aerator,	it	is	important	to	apply	a	thin	layer	of	plumber’s	grease	to	the	threads.	This	will	help	to
create	a	seal	and	prevent	the	aerator	from	becoming	stuck.	To	reinstall	the	aerator,	simply	screw	it	onto	the	faucet	until	it	is	snug.	Be	careful	not	to	overtighten	the	aerator,	as	this	could	damage	the	threads.	Removing	and	reinstalling	an	aerator	from	a	Moen	faucet	is	a	relatively	simple	process.	By	following	these	steps,	you	can	easily	fix	a	clogged
aerator	and	restore	your	faucet	to	its	former	glory.	Benefits	of	Removing	an	Aerator	There	are	a	few	benefits	to	removing	an	aerator	from	a	Moen	faucet.	These	include:	Increased	water	pressure.	When	the	aerator	is	removed,	the	water	flow	is	unrestricted,	which	can	result	in	increased	water	pressure.	This	can	be	beneficial	if	you	have	a	low-pressure
faucet.	Less	splashing.	The	aerator	helps	to	reduce	splashing,	but	it	can	also	trap	debris	and	minerals,	which	can	clog	the	aerator	and	restrict	water	flow.	By	removing	the	aerator,	you	can	reduce	the	amount	of	splashing	and	prevent	the	aerator	from	becoming	clogged.	Cleaner	water.	The	aerator	can	trap	debris	and	minerals,	which	can	make	the
water	coming	out	of	your	faucet	look	dirty.	By	removing	the	aerator,	you	can	improve	the	clarity	of	your	water.	When	to	Remove	an	Aerator	You	may	want	to	remove	the	aerator	from	your	Moen	faucet	if	you	are	experiencing	any	of	the	following	problems:	Low	water	pressure	Clogged	aerator	How	do	I	remove	an	aerator	from	a	Moen	faucet?	1.	Turn
off	the	water	supply	to	the	faucet.	2.	Locate	the	aerator	screw	on	the	bottom	of	the	faucet	spout.	3.	Use	a	coin	or	flat-head	screwdriver	to	loosen	the	aerator	screw.	4.	Turn	the	aerator	counterclockwise	until	it	comes	loose.	5.	Pull	the	aerator	off	of	the	faucet	spout.	What	is	an	aerator?	An	aerator	is	a	small	device	that	screws	onto	the	end	of	a	faucet
spout.	It	helps	to	reduce	the	flow	of	water	and	prevents	splashing.	Aerators	also	help	to	improve	the	water	pressure	and	can	make	your	faucet	more	efficient.	Why	do	I	need	to	remove	an	aerator?	There	are	a	few	reasons	why	you	might	need	to	remove	an	aerator.	You	may	need	to	clean	it	if	it	is	clogged	with	sediment	or	mineral	deposits.	You	may	also
need	to	replace	it	if	it	is	damaged.	How	do	I	clean	an	aerator?	To	clean	an	aerator,	you	will	need	to	remove	it	from	the	faucet	spout.	Once	the	aerator	is	removed,	you	can	clean	it	with	a	toothbrush	and	some	warm,	soapy	water.	You	can	also	use	a	descaling	solution	to	remove	any	stubborn	deposits.	How	do	I	replace	an	aerator?	To	replace	an	aerator,
you	will	need	to	remove	the	old	aerator	and	then	install	the	new	one.	To	remove	the	old	aerator,	follow	the	steps	above.	To	install	the	new	aerator,	simply	screw	it	onto	the	end	of	the	faucet	spout.	What	are	the	benefits	of	using	an	aerator?	There	are	a	few	benefits	to	using	an	aerator.	Aerators	can	help	to:	Reduce	the	flow	of	water,	which	can	save
water	and	money.	Prevent	splashing.	Improve	the	water	pressure.	Make	your	faucet	more	efficient.	In	this	blog	post,	we	have	discussed	how	to	remove	an	aerator	from	a	Moen	faucet.	We	have	provided	step-by-step	instructions,	as	well	as	tips	and	tricks	to	make	the	process	easier.	We	hope	that	this	information	has	been	helpful,	and	that	you	are	now
able	to	remove	and	clean	your	aerator	with	ease.	Here	are	a	few	key	takeaways	from	this	blog	post:	To	remove	an	aerator	from	a	Moen	faucet,	you	will	need	a	flathead	screwdriver	and	a	pair	of	pliers.	The	aerator	is	located	at	the	end	of	the	faucet	spout.	To	remove	the	aerator,	first	turn	off	the	water	supply	to	the	faucet.	Then,	use	the	flathead
screwdriver	to	loosen	the	set	screw	that	holds	the	aerator	in	place.	Finally,	use	the	pliers	to	grip	the	aerator	and	twist	it	counterclockwise	until	it	comes	loose.	Once	the	aerator	is	removed,	you	can	clean	it	with	a	toothbrush	and	some	warm,	soapy	water.	Be	sure	to	replace	the	aerator	after	you	have	cleaned	it.	By	following	these	steps,	you	can	easily
remove	and	clean	the	aerator	on	your	Moen	faucet.	This	will	help	to	improve	the	flow	of	water	from	your	faucet,	and	it	will	also	help	to	prevent	clogs.	Liana	Farrell	Liana	Farrell	is	the	owner	of	toiletty.com.	She	is	a	mom	of	two	and	is	very	passionate	about	home	improvement.	Liana	has	ten	years	of	home	improvement	experience,	and	in	her	own
words,	she	said:	“I	love	improving	the	home,	and	I’m	very	passionate	about	keeping	the	home	in	the	best	possible	condition.	I	love	it!”	Liana	Farrell	balances	beauty	and	functionality	when	she	goes	about	her	home	improvement	jobs.	My	Moen	kitchen	faucet	has	an	aerator	that	none	of	the	standard	aerator	keys	seem	to	fit.	I've	attached	a	picture	of	it
below.	Maybe	Moen	did	this	purposefully	to	make	people	need	to	replace	the	whole	faucet	head	every	time.	Looking	at	this	YouTube	video,	How	to	remove	a	Moen	kitchen	faucet	aerator,	an	Allen	key	is	used	between	2	of	the	aerator	slots.	However,	on	my	faucet,	the	aerator	is	more	protruding,	making	it	not	possible	to	put	an	object	between	the	2
slots.	I've	tried	to	use	needle	nose	pliers,	but	the	nose	on	the	pliers	are	not	small	enough	to	fit	into	the	aerator	slots.	I've	also	tried	to	use	2	small	flat	nosed	screwdrivers,	but	the	aerator	is	on	too	tight	for	that	to	work.	As	mentioned,	all	the	standard	aerator	keys	won't	fit	this.	I	did	find	2	items	that	MIGHT	be	able	to	work,	and	from	reading	the	reviews,
it	seems	at	least	1	person	for	each	item	has	been	able	to	use	it	to	remove	a	Moen	aerator:	Item	1	Item	2	Before	I	try	these	though,	just	wanted	to	see	if	anyone	else	had	success	using	any	other	method	to	remove	an	aerator	like	this.	Otherwise,	I'll	just	buy	them	and	try	my	luck.	Thank	you.


